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On Friday, Oct. 13, IWOO celebrated its 8th annual White Dove gala, to raise funds for its operations.
There were some 270 community members and guests in attendance. The Honorable Deb Matthews,
Deputy Premier of Ontario and the Minister of Advanced Education and Skills Development spoke and
presented IWOO with a greeting from Premier Kathleen Wynne.

Reza Moridi could not attend due to an out of town commitment, but sent a video greeting
congratulating IWOO on its nearly 30 years of service to the community. MP Majid Jowhari presented
IWOO with a greeting from Prime Minister Trudeau. David Zimmer, Michael Coteau, and MP Ehsassi
attended the event. Also, City Councillor Shelley Carroll sent a video greeting.

Negar Hashemi, President of the Board of Directors, gave the opening remarks. She noted that the
gala is taking place in October, the Women History month, and on the heels of Thanksgiving. She
spoke about the past, present and future of IWOO. The story of IWOO began in 1989 in Toronto,
when 5 women by the names of Faranghis Mohtashami, Parvin Jalili, Mehrak Nazemi, Maryam
Khakbaznejad and Maryam Khalili Panah, had the vision to create IWOO to help newly arriving
immigrants. Ms. Hashemi thanked them for their vision. That vision was courageously carried forward
by other mavericks such as Homa Sarlati and Afkham Mardukhi. She thanked them for their
courage. She also thanked the guests, the sponsors, the volunteers and the funders (City of Toronto,
Governments of Ontario).

Negar emphasized that if IWOO wants to stay true to its mission of helping Iranian women and their
families, it must listen and find what are the needs that are not being met in our community. She spoke
about the importance of coordinating IWOQ’s efforts with other community organization to avoid
duplicating and competing with each other. For this reason, she invited the public to attend a
community engagement event, organized by IWOO, on Nov. 25", to have an open dialogue about the
needs of the community, receive feedback, and determine its strategic plan for the coming years.



Tel: 416-496-9566
wwwiwontario.com
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The evening included, for the first time ever, an awards ceremony. In celebration of the many
unrecognized accomplishments of Iranian women in our community, this year IWOO presented 10
awards to 10 women in a wide range of categories. In the month preceding the gala, IWOO
accepted nominations for the 10 award categories from the community. IWOO members then
voted for the winner in each category.
The results were as follows:
1. The High Achiever Award — given to Dr. Bita Amani
The Business Impact Award — given to Farah Jahed
The Creative Spirit Award — given to Shamsi Shahrokhi
The Innovator Award — given to Shohreh Sabaghpour
The Entrepreneur of the Year Award — given to Shiva Amiri
The Law and Society Award — given to Sherry Darvish
The Making the Community a Better Place — given to Parnaz Sadighi
The Beating Hearts Award — given to Dr. Maryam Saheb Al-Zamani
. The Rising Star award — given to Shima Heidari
10.The Sports and Recreation Award — given to Zhila Heidari
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The generous sponsors of Gala 2017:

= Joseph Aminian, Homelife Marquis

= Susan Salek, ADP Arts and Wellness Centre

= Farzane Lotfi, Accounting, Consulting and Taxation

= Minoo Mohajer, Central Montessori School

= Pam Prescott, Century 21 Heritage Group

= Behrouz Amouzgar, Lexpand Legal Professional Corp

Joseph Aminian N
Sales Representative
HOMELIFE MARQUIS
REAL ESTATE CORPORATION, BROKERAGE*
CO\[\TER(‘IAL DIVISIO\ o
ADP ARTS &

WELILNESS CENTRE

Farzane Lotfi, CPA '}" \\‘" C ‘-\ fl S
Accounting .\ /.
Consulting .
Taxation Central Montessori School

HerITAGE GROUP LTD. LEXPAND

BROKERAGE* Legal Professional Corporation
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IWOQ's 28th Annual General Meeting was held on Friday, October 29, 2017. Members, volunteers
and supporters of IWOO attended at the AGM. Ms. Negar Hashemi presented last year’s successes
and talked about our future plans; meanwhile, a report of our annual meeting report was shared
to the attendees. To find the electronic version of this report; please visit our website.
During this session, members voted for the new additions to the Board of Directors, which
included: Ms. Mahnaz Khosravi, Ms. Fakhri Afshari, Ms. Maha Shamlou, Ms. Bita Ekhlasi, and Mr.
Joseph Aminian.
The work of the outgoing Board Members, Ms. Mina Rohani and Ms. Selora Lazarjani was
appreciated; and Ms. Shamsi Shahrokhi and Ms. Sara Razmavar were introduced as new
committee members.
At the end, Ms. Negar Hashemi appreciated the endless endeavours of the IWOQ’s Board of
Directors, staff, and volunteers as well as the dedication and financial help of the supporter of the
AGM Meeting, Ms. Susan Salek from ADP Arts and Wellness Center and other government funds.



http://www.iwontario.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/IWOO-Annual-Rreport-2016-2017.pdf
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Expressive Arts and Empowerment: Workshop Series for Older Adults
Sessions for  Expressive Arts and Empowerment are running at Parkway
Forest Community Centre on Thursday, Nov. 2" Nov. 16", Nov. 30" and
Dec. 14". For more information and to register, please call 416-496-9566.
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Expressive Arts and Empowerment:
Workshop Series for Older Adults

When: Thursdays, November 2, 16, 30
and December 14, 2017
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm
Where: Parkway Forest Community Centre
55 Forest Manor Rd, North York, ON M2J 1G
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Free Legal Workshop

IWOO is presenting free, legal consultation workshop by experienced lawyers. This service is
available every other month and covers different fields of law. On Thursday, November 16",
a workshop will be held on the field of Criminal Law. For information and registration, please call

416-496-9566.

kA

- e

e
e

Legal Education Workshop
Criminal Law

By Eadit Rokach, Assistant Crown Attorney
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When: Thursday, Nov. 16, 2017
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Where: 1761 Sheppard Ave; East

North York, ON M2]J 0A5
(East of Parkway Forest, ground floor, behind the bus stop)
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www.iwontario.com
www.facebook.com/IranianWomenOrganizationofOntario
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Your Rights at Work

This workshop is aimed to familiarize you with employments rights in Ontario,
minimum wage regulations, the Employment Standard Act. The workshop s
running on Tuesday, November 21°, from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm.

Employment Rights in Ontario
What is Bill 148

Standard Act (E.S.A)

The Minimum Wage in Ontario
Changes in the laws & much more

Speaker: Khadeeja Ahsan, Staff Lawyer, (SALCO)
» Date: Tuesday November 21, 2017 from 2:00pm - 4:00pm

» Location: IWOO, 1761 Sheppard Ave East, (Community Service door
entrance) first floor, Toronto, ON. M2J 0AS

» Contact: IWOO: 416-496-9566 to register

Immigration document is required for 1* time attendees
Refreshments & TTC Tokens one way provided

Funana by: remnce por

[RE ] and Citizenship Canada et Citoyenneté Canada We are a unitea wey member agency




*\t IWOO’s E-news November 2017 sl (Al oy Gle b (S g i) 4l jad
o ¥/

I

9 TONZI TP Lo et BT 7T RO LT SR e 23Sl xS

AR A C a3 | O
% SIS ) NI o S T I IAND S ) R A

1 5A Aaliald Gaadl 5 ) 8
Dl el (ol U el dae 3 sl 5 dran Gae 53 0 O sledlinly 5 4aliald b (Ll ) slaie 4y ) 3 4aliald Gand)
80 Wl FYPIFAP 9077 calis el b

Reading Shahnameh

Sessions for reading Shahnameh are available on the second Friday of each
month at IWOO. This month’s session will be held on Friday, Nov. 10th. For
more information and to register, please call 416-496-9566.
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Reading Shahnameh at IWOO
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Where: 1761 Sheppard Ave, East, North York, ON M2]J 0A5
(East of Parkway Forest, 2nd door behind the bus stop)
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Peace Workshop series

This month session will be held on Friday, Nov. 24" from 2:30 pm to 5:00 pm. In this session we
will focus on Nov. 25", the “International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women”. We
will also discuss the ways we could help ourselves and our society to achieve this goal.
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When:
Friday, November 24, 2017
2:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Where:
1761 Sheppard Ave, East,
North York, ON M2J 0AS

(East of Parkway Forest, 2nd door behind the bus stop)
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New Yoga Class

Sessions for Yoga class is available on Wednesdays at 72 Finch Ave, East from 2:00pm to
3:00pm in the month of November.

For more information and to register, please refer to IWOQ’s website or call 416-496-9566.
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Instructor: Zhila Heidari




IWOO’s E-news November 2017 sl (Aol U el (S g yiSAN AWl jud

oMl (g 9k cileala GBI 5 N 8
s eyl 3 b Clesbs 80 53 5ela VYo Uimua Voo ool ) ddia a 4niiSy ccleDUal (5 )5l slgliS )
S el FIFoFA7077 Calie jlad b gle jle i L 4l ol )2 al a5 cle Dl (538 S (5) Wil

Free IT Workshops
IT sessions are running every Sunday, from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm at IWOOQ’s Office.
For more information and to register, please call 416-496-9566.

Free IT Workshops
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Wireless, Big Data, Cloud Computing, Cyber Security, IOT,
Virtualization, Routing and Switching, VOIP

When: Every Sundays
10:00 am- 12:00 noon
Where: 1761 Sheppard Ave, East

North York, ON M2J 0ASs
(East of Parkway Forest, 2nd door behind the bus stop)
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IWOO'’s Mentoring Matters Program

IWOO is introducing Mentoring Matters Program and encouraging interested participants to
register for a chance to connect, learn, network, and share experiences, knowledge, and expertise
across professional sectors. This group mentorship program is available to all IWOO volunteers

R}

TR K

Meunto ring Matters

Prograim

and members!

JToin IWOO in launching our NEW

MOTIVATION ADVICE

~—~Z

o@%

GOAL 7“\ /‘—( DIRECTION
e A

SUPPORT COACHING

Call for Participants!

Interested in sharing your professional experience with others?
Apply to become an IWOO Meufor!

Looking for a professional mentor in your field of practice?
Apply as an IWOO Meufee!

For more information, please contact info@iwontario.com
or apply in person at:

Iranian Women’s Organization of Ontario
1761 Sheppard Ave. East, Ground Floor
Toronto, ON M2J OAS5
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Older Adults’ Program

Older Adults’ Program is held at Parkway Forest Community Center every Thursday, from 12:00
to 4:00 pm to provide a supportive network and an opportunity to have fun.

12:00-13:30 13:30- 14:00 14:00- 14:30

Public news
Elter Aoes Fitness LV o qufee Bingo Entertainment 1:
Workshop Conversations idioms
November
Welcoming Fitness Lunch / Coffee Bingo Enfgr?gﬁ]nmegﬁ 1:
IWOO news Conversations 1dioms ’
November
Elder Abuse Fitness Lunch / Coffee Bingo Public news
16 Workshop Conversations Entertainment 1:
November Idioms
23 Elder Abuse Fitness Lunch / Coffee Bingo Enfgr?gﬁ]nmegﬁ 1:
November Seminar Conversations 1dioms
Elder Abuse Fitness Lung:gﬁlzirty/ Bingo Public news
30 Workshop Conversations Entertainment 1:
November Idioms
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ENGLISH
English Conversation Class, Soudabeh Mofrad
Thursdays, 5:00 - 7:00 pm

f

It

Settlement Service, Macy Tatari
Thursdays, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

e Information regarding Housing, Education, Legal
issues, Immigration, Social assistance and
recreation

e Referral of skilled workers and trades to their
licensing bodies

e Filling out various government forms
o Referral to English classes

o Referral to learning centres that can help teach job
searching skill

e Talk with your family doctor about your problems
e Manage your personal banking

e Improve your telephone conversation skills

e Talk about the daily news

e Express your point of view

e Use the internet with ease

e Improve your comprehension skills through watching
short movies
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Literary/Book Club- Selora Lazarjani, Coordinator
Second and fourth Monday of every month from 5:30pm - 9:00 pm

This program runs on the second and fourth Monday of every month from 5:30 pm until 9:00 pm. Participants will enjoy reading,
writing, debating and critiquing each other's literary work. This program is expanding to include others forms of art and culture.
Sessions run under supervision of Ms. Marzieh Sotoudeh and Mr. Sasan Ghahreman.
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IWOO Board of Directors

2017-2018 IWOO Staff
Fakhri Afshari Sima Erdos
Joseph Aminian Bookkeeper
Sara Alimardani
Dr. Fariba Bashiri Parisa Habibi_
- Youth Community
Sama Bassid] Animator

Bita Ekhlasi
Zahra Hosseini

Negar Hashemi : i
Office Admin

Tina Hessami

Mahnaz Khosravi . .
Dr. Noushin Khavarian

Farzaneh Lotfi Program Coordinator

Maha Shamlou

Af h Vakili i
saneh Vakilian Sabra Rezaei

Samireh Yazdani Project Coordinator

Volunteer Executive Director
Sussan Salek

Contact us:

Iranian Women’s Organization of Ontario (IWOOQ)
1761 Sheppard Ave. East, Ground Floor

North York, ON M2J 0A5

Tel: 416-496-9566

Email: info@iwontario.com

Website: www.iwontario.com

IWOO Programs & Office Volunteers

Maryam Abdollahi
Ladan Abbasian
Sedigheh Aldavood
Romina Asli

Sonia Asli

Nooshin Beheshtii
Paria Doustmohammadi
Ahmad Fallah
Parnian Fathi
Sasan Ghahreman
Sedigheh Gandomi
Pedram Habibi
Salomeh Halaj
Zhila Heidari

Rojan Malekzadeh

Sahar Kakapour
Mina Mohammadi
Shohreh Rezvani
Ramin Sabet
Marzieh Sotoudeh
Mehri Shahmoradi
Mozhgan Parsa
Zari Pirjeddi
Sarah Tabandeh
Shima Heidari
Mina Mohammadi
Tina Mirzaei
Mitra Saffari
Nikoo Zahedi
Fatemeh Mossavat

Director of Legal Clinic

Sherry Darvish

Volunteer Coordinator for

Literary Club
Selora Lazerjani

Volunteer Instructor for

https://www.facebook.com/IranianWomenQOrganizationofOntario/

https://twitter.com/iwontario

English Class
Soudabeh Mofrad

Your Feedback Strengthens our Programs!
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