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Iranian Women's Organization Of Ontario

Your Support — Our Services
Moving forward by leaning on you!

Make a donation of $50.00 and we will enter your
name in a draw to win this beautiful original painting
by Shirin Shahbazi.

In celebration of 25 years of serving the community and in the hope
of your continued support of programs and services, please
participate in our new initiative.

Title: Mirage

Medium: Acrylic on canvas
Measurement: 96.5 X 127Cm (38” X 50”)
Artist: Shirin Shahbazi

Shirin is a Toronto based artist and a supporter of IWOO.

“l always pay attention to a combination of texture, environment,
local elements and my experiences. My paintings are stories of my
life, envisioning nature with all its beauties, power, sorrow, honesty
added to the creatures in my dreams.”
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Salam Doustan-e Aziz,

Hope you have spent a pleasant summer, and are preparing to embrace the magically colourful Ontario fall including school openings, harvest
celebrations, a strong and rejuvenating commitment to influencing social change and creation of a just society.

For us here at IWOO, we have gone through a very busy and productive season. As always, our volunteers have been with us in their full capacity,
assisting with all facets of the organization’s activities. Together with them, we have explored new frontiers including taking part in many
summer festivals, trips and programs. The slate of volunteers and partners at IWOO include teachers, social workers, counsellors, business
owners, corporations, like minded services organizations, community media, accountants, lawyers, journalists, physicians, psychologists, artists,
and post-secondary students. We are so grateful for having them on our side and can never thank them enough.

Overall, in my personal experience with IWOO, the last seven years have exemplified what makes this organization outstanding, unique and
relevant to our community. Although small in size and budget, IWOO has certainly been a pillar of support with all its diverse and vibrant
programs and services over the past 25 years. We have gradually grown and stretched our wings. | vividly recall the humble AGM in July of 2007
with 37 members in attendance to our events nowadays, where in IWOOQ’s Galas, celebrations and Annual General Meetings hundreds of our
friends and supporters participate. We can certainly observe how far of a long way IWOO has come. | may be filled with enthusiasm and pride
reminiscing and sound like a cheerleader, which | am happy to accept.

IWOO is a Hub of activities, programs and services with an inclusive agenda. Our services are offered to all members of our community from
birth to their golden seniors’ years. We are proud Iranian-Canadian who hold both our Iranian heritage and our place in the Canadian mosaic
very dear in our hearts and in our practice. That is why we have made many friends who come from around the world.

IWOO is a home with its welcoming doors wide open. Here at IWOO, we remain steadfast to building capacity for and accommodating the needs
of the needy amongst us. We are never shy to lend a hand to many of our fellow community members, while we offer programs and services to
cover the meet the interest of all.

We have a closely kneed relationship with our friends and members. That is why | am reaching to you once again, and at this particular time for
your support. IWOO needs your help. It is impossible for us to continue the level of our services with the current financial resources. Although
IWOO Board follows a steady practice in writing grant applications to various government agencies, holds fundraising events, conducts
membership drives and organizes cost recovery activities, The challenges for revenue generation remain a constant.

This new venture in raising funds that we are launching and announcing in our September Enewsletter is to fulfill our organization’s needs for
revenue. As in the past and on behalf of all of us at IWOO, | am asking to throw your unwavering support behind your organization and
participate in this new fundraising initiative. The added bonus in all this is that a treasured piece of art could be yours.

Your Support <> Our Services

Moving forward by leaning on you!

In gratitude,
Afkham
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Interview of the Month by Maha Shamlou slali Lga Ja g% ola dialian

Interview with Fereshteh Toyserkani, IWOO’s member and volunteer

1. Ms. Touyserkani when and how you became familiar with IWOO?

| came to Canada in 2000 and wanted to invest some of my energy in a worthwhile community organization. | became aware of
IWOO through community media. Since it wasn’t easy for my to integrate into Canadian society easily, | chose working within my
own community. | started to participate in some of IWOO’s programs. They were very limited at that time. IWOO has flourished
tremendously in the past few years. And my involvement has increased as well. For three years, | volunteered at IWOO with
office administration and also at events. | still support the organizations at some of its functions.

2. How do you define the organization’s growth?

| would say it has been fantastic. IWOQO’s growth is almost unbelievable. Previously, the general assumption was that the
organization serves a selected group of seniors. In the recent years, the involvement of younger generations has brought new,
revitalized and diverse programs for all ages.

3. What role does IWOO play in the community?

IWOO plays a significant role. Newcomers who receive information about their settlement related issues, people from the
community who attend educational workshops and familiarize themselves with issues related legal matters, mental health,
health, seniors who attend the weekly gatherings, individuals who come to English Conversation class and tens of other programs
and services and also hundreds of volunteers who enjoy formal training to gain expertise and experience enabling them to enter
the workforce, are all testaments to IWOOQ’s just and respected place in the community.

In the past we would have a handful of people participating in IWOO’s programs. Nowadays, most programs are filled to their
capacity and events are sold-out. This also shows how important IWOOQO’s role has become in the Iranian-Canadian community.

4. Do you have any recommendations for IWOO’s growth?

| have 2 recommendations. First, IWOO needs to and must collaborated with individuals who share a common vision with us.
When we review our positive outcomes in the recent years, we realized that these collaborations have significantly enriched
IWOOQ'’s programs in quality and quantity. The younger generation with conviction , professionalism and vigorous energy will help
IWOO to get community’s trust and ensure a strong place for IWOO.
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Please be noted that this program will return to Oriole Community Center form September 26th

between 11:30 am- 3:00 pm.
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Friday Sep. 5th:
Regular programs will not be held
due to Community Center closure

Friday Sep. 12th:
Regular programs will not be held
due to Community Center closure

Friday Sep. 19th:
Regular programs will not be held
due to Community Center closure

Friday Sep. 26th:
Wellness and physical activities
Facilitated by Sedigheh Gandomi
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Please be noted that this program will return to Oriole Community Center form Friday, September 26th
between 9:00 am- 11:00 am.
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Thursday Sep. 11th:

Preparation of healthy lunches for back to school

Maliknaz Sadooghi
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Friday Sep. 19th:
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Talk with your family doctor about your
problems

Manage your personal banking

Improve your telephone conversation skills
Talk about daily news

Express your point of views

Use the internet with ease

Improve your comprehension skills through
watching interesting video clips and short
movies
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Information regarding Housing, Education,
Legal issues, Immigration, Social assistance and
recreation

Information and referral for skilled workers
and Technician to the right resources for
obtaining proper licence

Filling forms, referral to English classes,
learning centers to learn skills for job search
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Contact us:

Iranian Women’s Organization of Ontario - IWOO

1761 Sheppard Ave. East, Ground Floor

(East of Parkway Forest, 2nd door behind the bus stop)
North York, ON M2J 0A5

Tel: 416-496-9566

Fax: 1-866-461-6026

Email: info@iwontario.com
Website: www.iwontario.com
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http://www.iwontario.com/

