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Happy International Women’s Day 2014 and greetings everyone,;
March 8th is the International Women’s Day and the month March is the birth month of the Iranian Women’s Organization of Ontario-IWOO.
As March 8th. approaches, IWOO is proud to continue its work to improve the quality of life of our newcomer community and the human and

equality rights of women and girls.

It was only in December 1977 that the United Nation’s General Assembly adopted a resolution declaring a UN Day for Women's Rights and
International Peace. Almost 80 years earlier though the International Women’s Day had already spread out as a labor movement day across

Europe and North America which was ignited even earlier by our sisters working in the textile industry.

Today, as we witness many significant changes in policies, social mores and attitudinal shift about women and women’s issues, and while
we celebrate literally thousands of events to mark March 8th, including observing it as a national holiday in tens of countries-sadly we still
have to battle against genital mutilation, rape as means of torture in prisons and in countries at war, complexity of patriarchy including
honour killing, equality in legislative rights and objectification of women to sell or promote goods, unequal pay for equal work, and poverty.

We know that without a complete equality for women no society could be progressing in its fullest capacity. We also know the violation of

rights is not limited to economic ones.

In 2014, at IWOO, while we celebrate the International Women’s Day, we also celebrate 25 years of service in the Iranian-Canadian
community here in Toronto. This festive day is a good one to measure our progress and celebrate our accomplishments. It is also a great
opportunity to reflect and map the path in which we will be more determined to commit to serving our daughters, sisters, mothers,

grandmothers locally and globally in obtaining and securing their human and equal rights.

IWOO salutes and celebrates the accomplishments of women and all freedom loving people in Iran and around the world and acknowledges

the depth of the struggle they still face in order to restore their full human rights.

As is our theme for IWOQ’s 25th anniversary: A Journey Towards Global Citizenship; Treasuring 25 years, here at the organization along
with all progressive women and men we continue to combat barriers to human rights and equality rights for our sisters in Iran, around the

globe and here in Canada.

Happy International Women’s Day!

Happy Birth Month to the Iranian Women’s Organization of Ontario-IWOQOO!

in gratitude,
Afkham Mardukhi
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Join us on May Sth, 2014




Interview of the Month by Ana Pad Al UJ Ja g ola 4galiaa

Parvin Hasani - Volunteer

1- How did you hear about the organization?
I, initially, heard about IWOO through Persian newspapers and magazines. Then, I thought the organization’s mission was merely to help
Iranian newcomers, to answer their question and refer them to service centres. So, | found myself both eager to help my compatriots and find

an opportunity to speak in my mother tongue with some friends.

2- Did your experiences in IWOO meet your prior expectations?
Absolutely. As | learned more about the services offered at IWOO, | realized that they were far beyond my expectations. | appreciate the

Board of Directors for their appropriate selection of staff members which, I think, make up a good team.

3- Do you recommend IWOO to other volunteers?
Yes, certainly. I’ve told my friends if they want to have Canadian work experience in a professional Iranian environment and learn work

skills in a warm atmosphere, they can join IWOO, participate in its various programs and get more experience.

4- Except for work experience, what other benefits have you gained from your presence in IWOQO?
I’ve been away from Iran for years, having no opportunity to travel back and attend in cultural events there. So, my presence in IWOO

festivities and cultural events was reminiscent of my past sweet memories; this nostalgic feeling uplifted my spirit.
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Friday March 7'
Cataract
Dr. Noushin Khavarian

Friday March 14™:
The community centre will be closed.

Friday March 21™:
Nowruz Holiday

Friday March 28™:
Celebrating Nowruz
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Friday March 7™
Conflict Resolution, Skilll : Win/Win
Behnaz Moein, Social Worker

Friday March 14™:

The community centre will be closed.

Friday March 21™:
Nowruz Holiday

Friday March 28™:
Celebrating Nowruz
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Learn in a friendly environment
Manage your appointments
Communicate more effectively
Improve your listening and
speaking skills

Read books, newspaper articles
Watch TV programs & movies
comfortably
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e Information regarding Housing, Education, Legal issues,

e Immigration, Social assistance and recreation

e Information and referral for skilled workers and

e Technician to the right resources for obtaining proper
licence

e Filling forms, referral to English classes,
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e Learning centers to learn skills for job search

The sessions of this program are held on the first and
third Monday of the month at 6:30pm-8:30pm .
Participants enjoy reading, writing, debating and
critiqguing other literary works. This program is growing
and now has the capacity of incorporating other forms of
arts and literature .
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IWOO is open five days a week, 9am to 5pm to give all above services, or referral to available services in city of Toronto.
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Contact us:

Iranian Women’s Organization of Ontario - IWOO

1761 Sheppard Ave. East, Ground Floor

(East of Parkway Forest, 2nd door behind the bus stop)
North York, ON M2J OA5

Tel: 416-496-9566

Fax: 1-866-461-6026

Email: info@iwontario.com

Website: www.iwontario.com
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